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—Alexander Graham Bell

“Preparation is the key to success.”



TESTING  
INFORMATION
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STANDARDIZED TESTING @ WLC
● Spring 9th grade - PSAT 8/9
● Spring 10th Grade - PSAT 10
● Fall 11th Grade - PSAT/NMSQT
● Spring 11th grade - SAT & NHSAS



STANDARDIZED TESTING @ WLC
PSAT 10
● In 2008 WLC began administering PSAT 10 to all students 

in grade 10 in the Spring
SCHOOL DAY SAT
● WLC administered the “School Day SAT” for the first time 

in the Spring of 2016.
● By the following year New Hampshire required and WLC 

implemented the “School Day SAT.”
● 2017 was the last year that Juniors were required to take 

the NECAP Test.



STANDARDIZED TESTING @ WLC
PSAT/NMSQT
● Each October all Juniors take PSAT/NMSQT at 

WLC.
● The test is administered on the second Wednesday 

in October.
PSAT 8/9
● In 2008 WLC began administering PSAT 8/9 to all 

students in grades 9 in the Spring



SAT TESTING FORMAT
Reading 52 questions (75 s/question) 65 min

Break 10 min

Writing and 
Language 

44 questions (48 s/question) 35 min

Math [no 
calculator]

20 questions (75 s/question) 25 min

Break 5 min

Math [calculator] 38 questions (87 s/question) 55 min

Break 2 min

Essay 50 min



UPCOMING TESTING SCHEDULE
Test Grade Date

                
9th and 10th

January 8-12, 
2024

PSAT- 9 9th March 27, 2024

PSAT-10 10th March 27, 2024

SAT-11 11th March 27, 2024

NHSAS 11th May, TBD 2024



WHAT IS WLC 
DOING?
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🧠A study of 250,000 
students showed that students 
who spent 20 hours completing 
PSAT/SAT prep improved by an 

average of 115 points.



W.I.N. [What I Need]
25 minutes every Tuesday and Friday [50 minutes/week]
Individualized Interventions based on iReady and PSAT Results

9th and 10th 11th grade
My Path through iReady

Or 

Khan Academy SAT Prep
Targeted Individual Concept Review

Khan Academy SAT Prep
Targeted Individual Concept Review



SAT VOCABULARY
SAT Algebra 1 and ELA 
Vocabulary Trivia is posted 
weekly on the hallway TV in 
english and spanish



WEDNESDAY P/SAT PREP 
40 minutes/week
Weekly focused lessons to 
increase student familiarity with 
concepts 

● Vocabulary and Algebra Games
● Essay Helpful Hints
● Directional Words
● Desmos Hacks
● Practice Problems
● Targeted Review of Concepts



STUDENT PROGRESS
Less students in 
Level 1 and more 

proficient and 
approaching 
proficiency



STUDENT PROGRESS
● 3 students gained over 200 points from the Practice 

PSAT to the PSAT/NMSQT     
● 20/33 students increased their scores 
● Average - 123.3 points, Mode- 70 points (4 students)
● The highest score was 1240 
● 27 students qualified for the National Merit 

Scholarship Program



P/SAT MATH
SAT CONTENT AREA

Heart of Algebra
Problem Solving & Data 
Analysis Passport to Advanced Math Additional Topics

Translating word problems
Ratios, rates, proportions & 
percentages

Modeling using 
quadratic/exponential 
functions Area & volume

Linear equations & 
inequalities Unit conversions Manipulating equations Circles
Linear systems Line of best fit Quadratic equations Triangles
Modeling/solving using linear 
functions

Calculate probabilities from 
data Equations with radicals Trig basics

Mean, median, mode & range Polynomial operations
Make statistical inferences 
from data

Equations with variables in 
the denominator

Quadratic/linear systems

Graphs of polynomials
Function notation & 
transformations

19 Questions 17 Questions 16 Questions 6 Questions
33% 29% 28% 10%



MATH/SCIENCE CURRICULUM 

P/SAT Questions 
from released 

practice exams as 
warm-ups at least 

twice a week 
(6-12)



MATH/SCIENCE CURRICULUM 

Focusing on flexible problem-solving and mental stamina



MATH/SCIENCE CURRICULUM 

Increasing rigor through: raised expectations, more 
challenging problems, stricter time limits on 

assessments



MATH/SCIENCE CURRICULUM 

Informational text 
activities with every 

science unit



MATH/SCIENCE CURRICULUM 
● Common 
vocabulary and 
activities across 

math, science and 
humanities

● Ex: Claim - 
Evidence- 
Reasoning 

(C.E.R.)

rubric



MATH/SCIENCE CURRICULUM 

English Writing 
Conventions Added to 
Science to Rubrics

Organization 
(Tone, Word 

Choice, 
Conventions)

10%

All parts of the prompt are 
answered.

• Science vocabulary 
words are used

appropriately and 
correctly.

• Appropriate Science tone 
(impersonal

passive tone).
• The organization of the 

response is
logical (claim comes first, 

then evidence
and reasoning).

• Uses transitions to 
improve the flow of

the writing.
• There are no spelling, 

grammar, or
punctuation issues that 

hinder meaning.
Citations in MLA format.

Most parts of the prompt 
are answered.

• Science vocabulary 
words are used, but 
slightly incorrectly.

• Tone is mostly scientific.
• The order of the response 

is mostly logical.
• Uses some transitions to 

improve the flow of the 
writing.

• The paragraph is mostly 
free of spelling, grammar, 

and punctuation problems.
Citations in MLA Format

Some parts of the prompt 
are answered.

• Few science vocabulary 
words are used correctly.
• Tone is scientific except 

for pronouns like “we,” 
“you,” or “I.”

• The order of the response 
is somewhat logical.

• Uses few transitions to 
improve the flow of the 

writing.
• The paragraph has 

several spelling, grammar, 
and punctuation problems.

Little of the prompt is 
answered.

• Science vocabulary 
words are not used or are 

used incorrectly.
• Tone is unscientific.

• The order of the response 
is not logical.

• The flow of the writing is 
choppy and needs 

transitions.
• Spelling and punctuation 

problems make it 
challenging to understand 

the paragraph.

Not 
done

FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE



P/SAT Evidence Based Reading and 
Writing

New Hampshire is one of few 
states to administer the SAT 

Essay. 

Evidence Based Reading and Writing

Command of 
Evidence

Words in 
Context

Knowledge of 
High Utility 

Words & 
Phrases

Revision & 
Editing of 

Writing

Command of 
Standard 

English

Writing Craft 
and Structure

Understanding 
Information 

and Ideas

Standard 
English 

Conventions

Expression of 
Ideas



HUMANITIES CURRICULUM 

● Using P/SAT relevant 
vocabulary 

● Using P/SAT 
terminology (test 

questions) 
● Teaching appropriate 

grade level skills



HUMANITIES CURRICULUM 
Using 
readings for 
finding 
supporting 
evidence

Evaluating 
evidence



HUMANITIES CURRICULUM 
● Primary source 

work
● Point of view, 

audience, 
purpose, context

● Writing thesis 
statements

● Identifying and 
evaluating thesis 

statements



HUMANITIES CURRICULUM 

● Focus on both 
information text 
(Social Studies) 

and literary 
analysis (ELA)



HUMANITIES CURRICULUM 

● Looking at 
common 
rubrics



ADDITIONAL 
TEST 

PREPARATION 
RESOURCES
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
● Homework Club  

○ Mondays and Wednesdays 230-330
● SAT Math Tutoring by Mr. Kiliulis (by appointment)
● Teacher Office Hours







CLOSING

…..


